Handwriting Guidelines and Expectations
Foundation Stage

St Vincent’s follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme which starts in Reception and
continues to Year 6. Teachers have high expectations of pupil’s handwriting and
presentation across all subject areas.

» Teacher’s will create conditions for good writing: atmosphere, seating and posture, and pencil grip.
» Main focus of lower case letters. Capital letters will be started in Year 1.
» The digits 0-9 are covered too.

» The correct formation of most lower case letters should be embedded by the end of the
Foundation Stage.

How to support your child at home
+» Develop fine motor skills to strengthen hand muscles — threading, cutting, pinching, squeezing, rolling (playdough)
¢ Develop pencil control — tracing, writing name
¢ Practise letter formations




Letter Formations
Aa Bb Cec Dd Ee  Pencil grip *
= Gg Hh i JJ"
Kk Ll Mm N Oo
=

1—-11/2 years 2—3 years 31/2—4 years 4 1/2—7 years

Cylindrical Grasp Digital Grasp Modified Tripod Grasp Tripod Grasp

-~ - - - ' The tripod grip is the most traditional
O / 2 3 4 5 6 handwriting grip taught. ‘Q Al
7 8 9 K




Handwriting Guidelines and Expectations
Year 1

St Vincent’s follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme which starts in Reception and
continues to Year 6. Teachers have high expectations of pupil’s handwriting and
presentation across all subject areas.

Teacher’s will create conditions for good writing: atmosphere, seating and posture, and pencil and pen grip.
A clear focus in sitting letters correctly on the line with the ascenders and descenders in the correct place.
Once lower case letters are formed correctly pupils will start capital letter formations.

The digits 0-9 are covered too.

Children will understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in
similar ways) and will practise these.
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How to support your child at home

¢ Practise the correct formations of letters
+* Encourage your child to sit each letter on the line correctly with the ascenders and descenders in the correct place
+* Develop fine motor skills to build strength in hand muscles
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Letter families

For teaching letter formation
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Handwriting Guidelines and Expectations
Year 2

St Vincent’s follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme which starts in Reception and
continues to Year 6. Teachers have high expectations of pupil’s handwriting and
presentation across all subject areas.

Pupils will be taught to:

» Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another.

» Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters,
when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined.

» Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower
case letters.

» Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.

How to support your child at home
¢ Practise the correct formations of letters introducing some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join

letters.




The Four Joins Ye a r 2

1, to letters without ascenders
2. to letters with ascenders
3, horizontal joins

4. horizontal joins to letters with ascenders

abodefghijelmnopgrstunyz

The break letters (letters that aren't joined from) are;
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The four handwriting joins
Can you make the joins correctly? Write these letters.

The
first
join

The
second
join

The
third
join

The
fourth
join

The
break
letters
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Handwriting Guidelines and Expectations
Year 3

St Vincent’s follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme which starts in Reception and
continues to Year 6. Teachers have high expectations of pupil’s handwriting and
presentation across all subject areas.

Pupils will be taught to:

» Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when
adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined.

» Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting

» Space letters consistently and keep ascenders and descenders in proportion.

» The idea of writing with a slant is introduced for the first time.

How to support your child at home
¢ Encourage your child to practise writing using the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters.




The four handwriting joins
The Four Joins Can you make the joins correctly? Write these letters.

3
1, to letters without ascenders Ye a r 3 "y ad e cc do dy
: first
2, to letters with ascenders fain ha ki lm tu un
3. horizontal joins _, -
4, horizontal joins to letters with ascenders ab gF il ik ut
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The break letters (lettersthat aren't joined from) are:
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Handwriting Guidelines and Expectations
Year 4

St Vincent’s follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme which starts in Reception and
continues to Year 6. Teachers have high expectations of pupil’s handwriting and
presentation across all subject areas.

Pupils will be taught to:
» Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when

adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined.
» Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting
» Space letters consistently and keep ascenders and descenders in proportion.
» The idea of writing with a slant is introduced for the first time.

In Year 4, pupils have the opportunity to earn their pen licence. When pupils are demonstrating legibility and
consistency in their handwriting, pupils will receive a certificate by the teacher and use pen to write in all

subject areas.

How to support your child at home
¢ Encourage your child to practise writing using the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters.




diagonal join to ascender (e.g. af)

This join is used to join letters in [
this box . .. to letters in this box. examP €s
abcdehiklmnpstu bfhklt

diagonal join, no ascender (e.g. da)
This join is used to join letters in

this box . .. to letters in this box.
abcdehikimnpqstu eijmnpruvwy
*a c d gogqgs

horizontal join, no ascender (e.g. wo)
This join is used to join letters in

this box . .. to letters in this box.
fﬂruw eijmnpruuwy
*a c d gogqs

horizontal join to ascender (e.g. oh)
This join is used to join letters in

this box . .. to letters in this box.

f orvw b f hklt
break letters
Joins are not made from Joins are not made to or from
these letters. these letters.

9]Y Xz

#* anticlockwise letters




Handwriting Guidelines and Expectations
Year 5

St Vincent’s follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme which starts in Reception and
continues to Year 6. Teachers have high expectations of pupil’s handwriting and
presentation across all subject areas.

In Years 5-6 pupils are expected to be joining fluently and correctly. Teachers will continue to provide structured

practice for the skills that have been developed so far.

» Children will continue to practise the joins and the break letters, looking at consistency of sizing and spacing.

» Nelson Handwriting empowers children to develop their own style of handwriting from a secure base,
choosing their writing implement and style as appropriate to the occasion.

» Children are taught about the difference in expectation between informal jottings and final presented versions
and given opportunities to practise these. A range of contexts, from writing addresses to labelling maps and
diagrams, help them learn the contexts in which joined or unjoined writing is most appropriate.

How to support your child at home
¢ Encourage your child to join fluently and correctly, focusing greatly on the presentation of their writing.




diagonal join to ascender (e.g. at)
This join is used to join letters in

this box . .. to letters in this box. YB QXQmPLQ
abcdehiklmnpstu bfhklt —

diagonal join, no ascender (e.g. da)
This join is used to join letters in

this box . .. to letters in this box.
abcdehik!mnpqstu eijmnpruvwy
*a cd gogqgs
horizontal join, no ascender (e.g. wo)
This join is used to join letters in
this box . .. to letters in this box.
furuw EEjmnpruuwy
*acd gogqgs

herizontal join to ascender (e.g. ch)
This join is used to join letters in
this box . . . to letters in this box.

forvw bfhklt

break letters
Joins are not made from Joins are not made to or from
these letters. these letters.
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Handwriting Guidelines and Expectations
Year 6

St Vincent’s follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme which starts in Reception and
continues to Year 6. Teachers have high expectations of pupil’s handwriting and
presentation across all subject areas.

In Years 5-6 pupils are expected to be joining fluently and correctly. Teachers will continue to provide structured

practice for the skills that have been developed so far.

» Children will continue to practise the joins and the break letters, looking at consistency of sizing and spacing.

» Nelson Handwriting empowers children to develop their own style of handwriting from a secure base,
choosing their writing implement and style as appropriate to the occasion.

» Children are taught about the difference in expectation between informal jottings and final presented versions
and given opportunities to practise these. A range of contexts, from writing addresses to labelling maps and
diagrams, help them learn the contexts in which joined or unjoined writing is most appropriate.

How to support your child at home
¢ Encourage your child to join fluently and correctly, focusing greatly on the presentation of their writing.
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Read the words in the box below.
They all contain the letters ea.

thread Seather  spread
weather bread Leather

Organise the words above into two lists of rhyming words.
Write these lists in your book.

Copy this poem into your book.
Remember to form and join your letters carefully.

Weather can be sunny or foggy,
Weathercan be dryorsoggy, i
Weather can be rainy or snowy,

Weaﬂ*woanbeca/(/norbl,owy.“




