
Handwriting Guidelines and Expectations
Foundation Stage 

St Vincent’s follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme which starts in Reception and 
continues to Year 6. Teachers have high expectations of pupil’s handwriting and 

presentation across all subject areas. 

 Teacher’s will create conditions for good writing: atmosphere, seating and posture, and pencil grip.
 Main focus of lower case letters. Capital letters will be started in Year 1. 
 The digits 0-9 are covered too.
 The correct formation of most lower case letters should be embedded by the end of the 

Foundation Stage.

How to support your child at home
 Develop fine motor skills to strengthen hand muscles – threading, cutting, pinching, squeezing, rolling (playdough)
 Develop pencil control – tracing, writing name
 Practise letter formations   



Letter Formations 



Handwriting Guidelines and Expectations
Year 1 

St Vincent’s follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme which starts in Reception and 
continues to Year 6. Teachers have high expectations of pupil’s handwriting and 

presentation across all subject areas. 

 Teacher’s will create conditions for good writing: atmosphere, seating and posture, and pencil and pen grip.
 A clear focus in sitting letters correctly on the line with the ascenders and descenders in the correct place. 
 Once lower case letters are formed correctly pupils will start capital letter formations.  
 The digits 0-9 are covered too.
 Children will understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in 

similar ways) and will practise these.

How to support your child at home
 Practise the correct formations of letters 
 Encourage your child to sit each letter on the line correctly with the ascenders and descenders in the correct place
 Develop fine motor skills to build strength in hand muscles 
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Handwriting Guidelines and Expectations
Year 2 

St Vincent’s follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme which starts in Reception and 
continues to Year 6. Teachers have high expectations of pupil’s handwriting and 

presentation across all subject areas. 

Pupils will be taught to:
 Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another.
 Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, 

when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined.
 Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower 

case letters.
 Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.

How to support your child at home
 Practise the correct formations of letters introducing some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join 

letters. 
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Handwriting Guidelines and Expectations
Year 3 

St Vincent’s follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme which starts in Reception and 
continues to Year 6. Teachers have high expectations of pupil’s handwriting and 

presentation across all subject areas. 

Pupils will be taught to:
 Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when 

adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined.
 Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting 
 Space letters consistently and keep ascenders and descenders in proportion.
 The idea of writing with a slant is introduced for the first time. 

How to support your child at home
 Encourage your child to practise writing using the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters. 
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Handwriting Guidelines and Expectations
Year 4 

St Vincent’s follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme which starts in Reception and 
continues to Year 6. Teachers have high expectations of pupil’s handwriting and 

presentation across all subject areas. 
Pupils will be taught to:
 Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when 

adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined.
 Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting 
 Space letters consistently and keep ascenders and descenders in proportion.
 The idea of writing with a slant is introduced for the first time. 

In Year 4, pupils have the opportunity to earn their pen licence. When pupils are demonstrating legibility and 
consistency in their handwriting, pupils will receive a certificate by the teacher and use pen to write in all 
subject areas. 

How to support your child at home
 Encourage your child to practise writing using the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters. 
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Handwriting Guidelines and Expectations
Year 5 

St Vincent’s follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme which starts in Reception and 
continues to Year 6. Teachers have high expectations of pupil’s handwriting and 

presentation across all subject areas. 

In Years 5-6 pupils are expected to be joining fluently and correctly.  Teachers will continue to provide structured 
practice for the skills that have been developed so far. 
 Children will continue to practise the joins and the break letters, looking at consistency of sizing and spacing.
 Nelson Handwriting empowers children to develop their own style of handwriting from a secure base, 

choosing their writing implement and style as appropriate to the occasion.
 Children are taught about the difference in expectation between informal jottings and final presented versions 

and given opportunities to practise these. A range of contexts, from writing addresses to labelling maps and 
diagrams, help them learn the contexts in which joined or unjoined writing is most appropriate.

How to support your child at home
 Encourage your child to join fluently and correctly, focusing greatly on the presentation of their writing. 
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Handwriting Guidelines and Expectations
Year 6 

St Vincent’s follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme which starts in Reception and 
continues to Year 6. Teachers have high expectations of pupil’s handwriting and 

presentation across all subject areas. 

In Years 5-6 pupils are expected to be joining fluently and correctly.  Teachers will continue to provide structured 
practice for the skills that have been developed so far. 
 Children will continue to practise the joins and the break letters, looking at consistency of sizing and spacing.
 Nelson Handwriting empowers children to develop their own style of handwriting from a secure base, 

choosing their writing implement and style as appropriate to the occasion.
 Children are taught about the difference in expectation between informal jottings and final presented versions 

and given opportunities to practise these. A range of contexts, from writing addresses to labelling maps and 
diagrams, help them learn the contexts in which joined or unjoined writing is most appropriate.

How to support your child at home
 Encourage your child to join fluently and correctly, focusing greatly on the presentation of their writing. 
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