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1 A Weekly Gift to you and your family from your Catholic School

SHARING SUNDAY’S GOSPEL
WITH PARENTS & FAMILIES

Dear Parents and Carers, Wednesday 29" April 2020

This Sunday is traditionally known as ‘Good Shepherd Today, Jesus can lead us and our children through
Sunday’. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who leads us into the Church, through prayer and through the lives
the joys of eternal life. of people who show us how to live in a way that
pleases God. He is the patient shepherd who never
gives up on us.

Part of a shepherd’s job is to look after the sheep and
help them to stay safe. When we let Jesus lead us,
Jjust as a shepherd leads his sheep, he helps us to make  Enjoy a very special time together exploring this
the right choices and fills our lives with goodness and Sunday’s Gospel and this Wednesday's word,
holiness. All we need to do is to follow him. which is FOLLOW.
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THE GOSPEL IN CHURCH [
SUnday 3" May 2020 ot
Jesus said, "I tell you most solemnly, ‘-'gi'i‘

anyone who does not enter the <

sheepfold through the gate, but gets 3

in some other way is a thief and a §

brigand. The one who enters through 2

the gate is the shepherd of the flock.
= When the shepherd has brought
out his ﬂock he goes ahead of them, and the
sheep follow because they know his voice. They
never follow a stranger, but run away from him:
they do not recognise the voice of strangers.”
The disciples failed to understand what Jesus
meant. So Jesus spoke to them again: "I tell you
most solemnly, | am the gate of the sheepfold.
All others who have come are thieves and
brigands; but the sheep took no notice of them.
| am the gate. Anyone who enters through me
will be safe: they will go freely in and out and
be sure of finding pasture. The thief comes only
to steal and kill and destroy. But | have come so
that they may have life and have it to the full.”
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You are warmly invited to learn more about
the Gospel through your local parish church.
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‘{ LUNAZUL  The Gospel above or the FAMILY TIME section overleaf can be read mdependenfly by adults or chlldren aI/ke
S ' YOUR FAMILY However, reading the Gospel as a family really does help the family to grow in faith, wisdom and love.
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When we really know Jesus and how much he loves us, it's natural fo want
to follow him. By following Jesus, we too can help others to know and love
God - to experience the fullness of life, to live in God’s love - here and now!

1 our special ﬁme Toge‘l'hel" Enjoy reading the Gospel overleaf

(or below for younger children)

Jesus told a parable to his disciples to help them understand that he was the
Good Shepherd who they should follow, but they did not understand. So Jesus
said, "I am the gate of the sheepfold. Anyone who enters through me will be
safe: they will go freely in and out and be sure of finding pasture. Whoever tries
to climb into the sheepfold some other way is a thief and a robber who wants
to steal and kill. But I have come so that everyone can have the fullness of life.”
Who does Jesus want us to follow? Which word or words stood out for you in this

Sunday’s Gospel, and why? What does the Gospel picture make you think about? TR ¥ e
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“To follow Jesus means to share his merciful

“It is for each of us fo leamithe FEliLS love for every human being.” Pope francis

which Jesus requires us to follow him,
and to follow in that path.” st katharine Drexel

Ask your child if they know what ‘fo follow someone’ means. Who
impresses them? Who sefs them a good example which they would
like to follow? How has that person made life better for your child,
for someone else or for the community? It may help your child if you
can talk about a person whose example you follow, or have followed.

We can follow Jesus in the simple things we do in our lives every day,
and make ife better for all the family and ne around us. How can
we follow Jesus the Good Shepherd this Perhaps we can: be kind
and contact a friend fo see how they are doing at this time; go out of
our way fo help out at home; show others how to do the right thing
and avoid what is wrong; listen carefully to wise and good people;
show our gratitude to all those who teach and lead us through life.

DearLordJesus, youare the Good Shepherd who knows us by name and guides *

#; us through life. Please help us to hear your voice andfollow you always. Amen. ',
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There may be times when we have to stop doing

certain things to follow Jesus -~ rather than ‘following
the crowd’ - if it feels wrong. Let’s try to follow Jesus ‘ This week I will tr‘/ my best to..

this week by leaving behind anything which we Know .0t l“

is not right and then try fo do all the good we can.




